Review – Canon 300D, Digital Rebel.

September 2003,a month digital-camera consumers everywhere had been waiting for: Canon releases the 300D, otherwise known as the Digital Rebel. No longer would the users of the Digital Rebel's much-celebrated older siblings (the EOS 1D and EOS 10D) be able to sneer at the rest of the world from their beautiful-yet-expensive photographic perches, as consumers and prosumers everywhere could finally get their hands on a digital SLR that could rival the much-more-expensive model's quality and yet stay safely below the magical $1000 price point. The 6.3 mega-pixel Canon 300D Digital Rebel had arrived, and the DSLR wars had begun.

It's now a little over a year since the 300D was released, and we're going to take a look at it's qualities as they stand up today, now that the competitors have had a chance to catch up and try to release their own DSLRs to match. How does it stand up even a year later in a market where digicams are outdone by their own successors before they even have a chance to sit on the shelves? Surprisingly well, actually, as we'll discuss in a little bit.

Taking a look at the specs for the Digital Rebel, we see many similarities to its "big brother", the EOS 10D. Their physical appearances are similar, even though the body of the Rebel is plastic vs. the 10D's Magnesium Alloy body. Initially, the 300D was released in a lighter "gunmetal" shade, but Europeans saw the release of a black-bodied model as well, for those of you who prefer your cameras like that. The status LCD was moved onto the back of the body above the LCD view screen, rather than the 10D's, which sat perched on top, and the menus were updated to look like the more easy-to-navigate Powershot family's rather than a single continuous menu. 

More importantly, the capabilities of the camera (and the reason we keep comparing it to the 10D) are extremely impressive. One gets the feeling while they use the 300D that Canon simply crippled its features by firmware, rather than by the hardware's limitations. This has been scrutinized quite a bit, as there are various unofficial firmware versions floating around the net that unlock features only officially available on the 10D, which of course Canon strictly warns against using. 
Either way, the 300D produces magnificent pictures from its six mega pixel CMOS sensor and DIGIC image processor that rival cameras twice its price-range. 

-------

Here's a brief rundown of the most important of the 300D's Specifications
:

Body type - Plastic

Digital zoom-- None

Lens compatibility - EF, or EF-S (18mm-to-55mm  f/3.5-to-f/5.6 EF-S lens included in the kit)

Sensor resolution - 6.3 mega pixels

Optical sensor size - 15.1 x 22.7mm

Optical sensor type - CMOS

Light sensitivity - ISO 100, 200, 400, 800, and 1600

Image format - RAW, Jpeg 
Image sizes - 3072 x 2048, 2048 x 1360, and 1536 x 1024 

Flash type - Pop-up flash (Hot shoe also, for external flashes)

Memory media – Compact Flash Type I or II, as well as Microdrives

Display type - LCD display - TFT active matrix - 1.8 in - Color

Battery type-- 1 Rechargeable Lithium ion (included)

Dimensions 142 x 99 x 72 mm (5.6 x 3.9 x 2.8 in) 

Weight - Weight (with battery) 649 g (1.4 lb) 

Cosmetics

Visually, the 300D is mostly a hybrid between its film counterpart - the EOS-300 - and the previously mentioned 10D. It's got a sleek plastic body that never feels anything less than sturdy, and a rubber grip that feels both comfortable in the hand and solid to grasp. Most of the buttons are placed in an ergonomic fashion, meant for you to be able to control it all with the same hand you grip and shoot with. Some of the buttons are a little too flush with the body, and easy to accidentally hit. Fortunately, there's a nice impression for you to rest your thumb in, so the problems with that are avoided for the most part.

It feels relatively light in your hand, noticeably lighter with its lens attached than it's big brother 10D without
 its lens. If weight is a factor, it's a good tradeoff for quality, without tiring the wrists. 

Unfortunately, the construction of the included lens (provided you bought the kit and not the body alone) is another story. It feels cheap, plastic, and there are times when using it that I've experienced losing my focus due to the lens having a little slip every time I removed my hand. It's a lens that will be fine for beginners, as a jack-of-all-trades, but it's definitely not a master of any of them. Personally, I recommend using it when you want something to take out and beat up a little, and save the more expensive equipment for inside work.
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